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Abstract: Rice false smut, caused by Ustilaginoidea virens, results in seriously yield losses and grain quality reduction in rice. Re—

cently, it has risen from a minor disease to one of the most devastating fungal diseases of rice. With the deepening of the research on

the U. virens, a better understanding of the pathogenic mechanism of U. virens was acquired and the new prevention and disease con—

trol technologies were developed. In this review, the harm, biological characteristics and pathogenic mechanism of rice false smut

were summarized in order to provide a theoretical basis for the continuous and in—depth study of rice false smut and a reference for

the development of new method for the control of rice false smut.
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